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INFORMATION PAPER 05
WHAT IS SUBJECT BENCHMARKING (SB)
https://www.eugc.ac.lk/qac/index.html 

The idea of Subject Benchmarking (SB) in education is not new. The term benchmark was first used in UK higher education by R.K. Milton: "Standards represent benchmarks with which students compare their ability and performance"
Subject Benchmarking is a policy device aimed at improving the capacity of subject communities to regulate their academic standards. It achieves this by creating subject-based information that can be used by teaching teams as a prompt for self-critical reflection and further development. Subject Benchmark Statements (SBSs) provide a set of reference points to show how the key features of a programme, its intended learning outcomes and the standards that derive from these intended outcomes, relate to what is deemed appropriate by the subject community.
Subject Benchmark Statements (SBS) Provide 
· The institutions and academic staff with a framework for articulating the intended learning outcomes of programmes;
· The institutions with a minimum standard for the award of a degree in a particular subject area;
· Peer reviewers with a reference point for making judgments about the appropriateness of programme outcomes and their achievement;
· Students, employers, professional bodies and others with the information about the range of provision in particular subject/discipline areas, the qualities developed in graduates, and the standards that would of graduates;
· The public at large with the information about the nature of higher education awards

Subject Discipline can be downloaded from: https://www.eugc.ac.lk/qac/subject-benchmarking.html 
[bookmark: _Hlk154233458]

Procedure for Development of SB
[bookmark: _Hlk154240709]Procedure for Development of New Subject Benchmarks and Revision of Existing Subject Benchmarks
Subject SC names Committee of
10 - 20 experts in subject
(please refer the Commission approved criteria below)
QAC arranges for letters of appointment to be issued
SBS already available
QAC convenes 1st meeting of Committee
Subject Committee works on revising and updating Statement
Draft SBS circulated to all faculties for comments
Finalized SBS published by QAC UGC
Academics from subject community complete proposal
Proposal is reviewed by SC QA and subject based SC
Relevant SBS not available
Both SCs agree on need and availability of a sufficient pool of expertise






Subject Committee should be representative of the national pool of expertise: 
1. different sub-specialties, 
2. different universities 
3. experts outside the universities















	


Organizational Structure of the SBS
(https://www.eugc.ac.lk/qac/downloads/sbs.pdf) 
QUALITY ASSURANCE COUNCIL OF THE UGC
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF NEW SUBJECT BENCHMARK STATEMENTS
The following format is to be adopted for all Subject Benchmark Statements.
Foreword (will be included by the QAC)
1 Introduction
1.1 About this SBS
1.2 Summary of the changes from the previous SBS (if relevant)
1.3 Defining Principles
2 Degree programmes covered by this Statement
(The following points to be taken into account when applicable)
a) Some SBS may cover several related academic disciplines. For example, the SBS on Mathematics covers the subjects of Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, and Statistics and the SBS on Accounting covers the subjects titled as Accountancy, Accounting, Accounting and Finance, Accounting and Financial Management. 

b) The Faculties of Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Science offer two categories of degree programmes at SLQF Levels 5 and 6. Most of the subjects in those faculties are taught at both levels. In such a situation, the SBS for a given SLQF level (i.e. qualification) should be interpreted using both the SBS and the SLQF level descriptors at the said level. 

c) The minimum credit requirement for a subject taught at Level 5 Bachelor’s degree programme that requires a student to offer three subjects should be 24 credits. 

d) The minimum credit requirement for specialization in a subject taught at Level 6, in a Bachelor’s honours degree programme, should be 72 credits
3 Nature and the extent of the Subject
Subheadings will be determined by the subject experts
4 Aims and Objectives of the Subject
Subheadings will be determined by the subject experts (this section may be combined with the previous section if necessary)

5 Subject-specific learning outcomes in core areas
5.1 Knowledge
5.1.1 Subject / Theoretical Knowledge
5.1.2 Practical Knowledge and Application
5.2 Skills
5.2.1 Communication
5.2.2 Teamwork and Leadership
5.2.3 Creativity and Problem Solving
5.2.4 Managerial and Entrepreneurship
5.2.5 Information Usage and Management
5.2.6 Networking and Social Skills
5.2.7 Adaptability and Flexibility
5.3 Attitudes
5.3.1 Attitudes, Values and Professionalism
5.3.2 Vision for Life
5.3.3 Updating Self / Lifelong Learning
Note: This section is related to the level descriptor of SLQF. It is to be used as a guideline to develop course materials for a particular study programme having several course units or modules in order to make sure that the learners can progressively meet the expected attributes of the relevant qualification type by the end of the course
6 Teaching, learning and assessment process
(The following points to be taken into account when applicable)
a) The SBS can recommend some of the commonly used student-centred teaching and learning methods for the respective learning outcomes for the subject at appropriate levels. 
b) The learner is expected to meet or demonstrate that the stated learning outcomes for the respective level have been achieved. The SBS can describe some effective and appropriate assessment methods, essential in the process of the qualification framework, for the assessment of the outcomes of learning.
7 Performance Standards
(The following point to be taken into account when applicable)
Level of Achievement to be stated for both Level 5 and Level 6 degree programmes
8 Annexes
· Members of the Subject Committee
· Any other relevant material Glossary)
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